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Gurkhas on this occasion being particularly praiseworthy. Our
losses during the day consisted of four killed and twenty-two
wounded, including Lieutenant Cooke Hearle, Somerset Light
Infantry, wounded. The strength of the garrison of Sima was
now 622 men and three officers. There were seventy men and two
officers garrisoning Kamja, four officers and 220 men en route from
Bhamo, and 220 men at 'Nkrang and Kazu, making a total of
nearly 1,200 men in the Sima district.

On the 3rd February a force of 300 men under Captain Atkin-
son again visited the neighbourhood of Palap, where a bullet-proof
stockade and blockhouse held by Kachins and Chinese was suc-
cessfully captured after a spirited resistance. The British casual-
ties were two killed and six wounded, while the enemy lost
thirteen killed, eight of whom were Chinamen.

After this the fighting was more of a desultory character.
Our opponents were the Kumlao Kachins, whose principal char-
acteristic is that they do not own the authority of any chief, even in
single villages.

Many of the enemy came from the Hkanona valley, the owner-
ship of which at that time was uncertain, and these could not be
touched, but all the villages within our undoubted boundary line
were brought to submission, while a few from the other side came in
with presents of their own accord. The work of the column was
brought to a close in the last week in March, having experienced the
heaviest fighting encountered in the Kachin hills. The enemy had
received a severe lesson, but it had required 1,200 men to admin-
ister it. The casualties for the seven weeks were exceedingly
heavy, consisting as they did of three officers killed, three wound-
ed, and 102 men killed and wounded.

Previous to being despatched to the assistance of Sima the East-
ern Column had visited the whole tract

The Eastern Column.                                       .   _

to the east 01 Bhamo,  and except for

some show  of hostility at Panse, where a sepoy was wounded,
there was no trouble.

The Namhkam post was established in the beginning of Decem-
ber with Captain Marrett as Civil Officer ;

Namkkam post established.                                        -     ., . _

to put a stop to the hitherto uninterrupt-
ed inroads from across the border of freebooters, who had persis-
tently troubled the Sinkan valley*